Schwannomas of female genitalia from a gynaecologist's perspective: report of two cases and review of the literature.
Pelvic schwannomas are extremely rare. However, when located in the pelvic cavity, schwannomas are often encountered by a gynaecologist, not a general surgeon, and are misdiagnosed as gynaecologic masses. Here, the authors present two cases of pelvic schwannomas that were preoperatively misdiagnosed as broad ligament fibroid. One schwannoma occurred completely in the left broad ligament and was resected by laparoscopy without any complications. The other lesion was located in the retroperitoneum and had densely adhered to the surrounding tissues; this lesion was excised by laparotomy with considerable blood loss. Schwannomas of female genitalia are very scarce and difficulty to diagnose preoperatively. Literature review revealed 63 schwannomas arising from the female genital tract in total, 73.02% (46 cases) were located in the lower genital tract, and 26.98% (17 cases) were located in upper genital tract. The treatment modality is unique depending on the location of the tumor. Complete excision is benefical for diagnosis and treatment. The procedure can be performed safely under laparoscopy.